
 

 

 
 
Thankful for Continued Blessings 
 

The year 2020 has been so chaotic, upside-down and depressing at times 

that a person could probably fill out two lists of things to complain about 

easier than one list of things for which to be thankful. In fact, is it even 

possible to be thankful in a year like the one we’ve had?  

 

Yet has there been a day yet when the Lord’s mercy has 

not been showered down on you?  Has he failed to feed 

you or provide for you this year? Has the Lord forgotten 

about you in your health challenge? Has he withdrawn 

his forgiveness by taking back what Jesus did on the cross? Has he 

abandoned you to face your struggles on your own? Never. This year, 

maybe more than ever, we can appreciate the fact that the Lord has not 

left us to go it alone. Use the following alphabet to see how richly you 

have been blessed – even in the year 2020! 

 

A _____________________________________________________ 

B _____________________________________________________ 

C _____________________________________________________ 

D _____________________________________________________ 

E _____________________________________________________ 

F _____________________________________________________ 

G _____________________________________________________ 

H _____________________________________________________ 

I _____________________________________________________ 

J _____________________________________________________ 

K _____________________________________________________ 

L _____________________________________________________ 

M _____________________________________________________ 

N _____________________________________________________ 

O _____________________________________________________ 

P _____________________________________________________ 

Q _____________________________________________________ 

R _____________________________________________________ 

S _____________________________________________________ 

T _____________________________________________________ 

U _____________________________________________________ 

V _____________________________________________________ 

W _____________________________________________________ 

X _____________________________________________________ 

Y _____________________________________________________ 

Z _____________________________________________________ 

 
Thanksgiving Day is November 26th this year. To celebrate our national 

day of thanksgiving, we set aside some time to do it in the way Christians 

have always thanked God…with prayer and praise. We worship on 

November 25th at 7 p.m. and on Thanksgiving Day at 9 a.m. They will both 

be the same worship service. Bring your family and friends! Please note 

that we will not have our regular Thursday evening worship service on 

Thanksgiving Day. 

 

Communion Service Moved   Because there is no worship service on 

November 25th, we will be offering the Lord’s Supper one week earlier - on 

November 19th - instead. All the other Communion services remain the 

same. Check the church calendar if you are unsure.  
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Zion Update 
 

Council Meetings    Some highlights from recent council meetings include:  
 

 A $1,000 scholarship was awarded to Alex Pilling, 

attending Martin Luther College in New Ulm  

 A new furnace will be installed in the fellowship hall and 

the wall unit in the small office will be repaired 

 A land phone line will be re-installed in the church office. 

The number is the old 262.629.5914.   
 

As always, if you ever have any questions or concerns about anything, 

please contact one of the Council members. You see their faces on the 

bulletin board in the church entrance and their contact information is on 

the bulletin board.  

 

Thanksgiving Video   Back in April, we had a congregational video made 

for Easter that helped connect our church family even though we were 

unable to worship in person. We want to do the same thing again this 

Thanksgiving. All you need to do is please take a picture of your family and 

text or email the photo to Bonnie Herman.  

A Thanksgiving photo prop is available at 

church if you’d like. Bonnie will be available 

after church on the 15th and the 22nd. If that 

doesn’t work, simply take a picture using 

your own backdrop. You can also give her 

your favorite Bible passage related to Thanksgiving or just your favorite 

one.  We would love to see as many members on the finished product as 

possible. The deadline is November 22 @12 p.m. 

 

Basement Project   Relying on mostly volunteer labor, it’s amazing to see 

how much progress has been made in the basement in the last couple 

months. Walls are painted, ceiling tiles are in, the flooring is halfway 

completed and the trim work is next on the agenda. Now that the finishes 

are being installed, it’s starting to look very nice. Check it out some day 

after church. 

 

Sunday School Update   Sunday School parents, you should have received 

an e-mail with a survey regarding our virtual Sunday School and the 

possibility of re-starting an in-person Sunday School in January. The 

Sunday School teachers will be evaluating the results soon and you should 

receive an update soon. In the meantime, we will 

continue the virtual Sunday School program. Just a 

reminder…the virtual Sunday School is completely 

dependent on how much you as parents invest in the 

program. Please make sure your child(ren) are 

viewing the weekly video and then take some time to go through the 

accompanying lesson. You can review and apply the Bible story and have 

some great conversations with your children as you do.  

 

As far as a Christmas service is concerned, we are planning on some sort of 

a virtual service. Again, when plans are in place, we will share them with 

you.  

 

Kewaskum Food Pantry   You have a few weeks left to contribute to the 

annual fall food drive. Instead of actual groceries, the ladies aid is asking 

for contributions. Please place them in the basket in the fellowship hall. 

 

Wreaths Across America   Last year Zion participated for the first time in 

the national Wreaths Across America program. The program honors 

veterans by placing Christmas wreaths on their headstones. If 

you would like to honor a veteran who was a veteran, the 

wreaths cost $15. Information / signup sheets are on the 

table near the kitchen. If you have questions, call Ralph 

Hagner at 262.224.5395 or e-mail lahagner@gmail.com.  

 

 

Post Election Peace 

 

Did you ever notice that the only political leader mentioned in the creeds 

of Christians is Pontius Pilate? In the Nicene Creed we confess that Jesus 

was crucified for us “under Pontius Pilate.” In the Apostles’ Creed we 

confess that he “suffered under Pontius Pilate.”  

mailto:lahagner@gmail.com


When we let that sink in, it gives us the peace that we need in a turbulent 

election year, where sharp divisions were and still are more apparent than 

ever in our country. How so? The fact that the central event in human 

history – Jesus’ crucifixion – the event that we base our whole eternity on, 

happened under the rule of Pontius Pilate, helps us realize that God’s will 

is going to be done no matter who is in power.  

 

Remember Pilate?  He wasn’t exactly your upstanding, honorable, God-

pleasing ruler. The point is, if God could use Pilate as his tool to bring 

about his plan of salvation, he will continue to rule for the good of his 

people still today whether we have a Democrat or Republican or 

Libertarian in the oval office. 

 

That’s not to say that either of the candidates we had for president should 

be compared to Pontius Pilate in any way. But it does reinforce what the 

psalmist said in Psalm 146: Do not put your trust in princes, in human 

beings, who cannot save. Instead, remember what Psalm 47:8 tells us:  

Psalm 47: 8: “God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy 

throne.” That will always be the case. And that fact brings us a feeling of 

calm and peace as long as we live. 

 

 

WELS News 
 

East Asia Missions   WELS World Missions is thankful the many blessings 

God has showered on work in East Asia. Here are some quick facts: 
 

 209 students are studying at Asia Lutheran Seminary 

 About 38 Asia Lutheran Seminary graduates work full-time in 

public ministry 

 In 2019, 109 people were baptized in East Asia 

 There are 20 congregations comprised of 55 different groups in 

East Asia 

 Eight WELS missionaries serve on the East Asia missions team 
 
Although Missions has to limit details due to security concerns in this 

region of the world, information about this mission work is available at 

wels.net/eastasia. And, don’t forget to follow WELS Missions on Facebook 

at fb.com/WELSMissions. 

 

Hmong Outreach in Vietnam   Remember the special offering last year to 

build a Seminary to train pastors overseas? Because of COVID-19, 

everything is at a standstill right now – no visits for gospel training and no 

building project moving forward.  

 

Because of these obstacles, the WELS Vietnam planning group explored 

the possibility of using online training for the Hmong Fellowship Church 

leaders. If we could not visit Vietnam 

in person, we could visit Vietnam on 

Zoom. The Vietnam planning group 

has decided to provide the 

technology and access to make this 

happen for the 60 leaders who are eager to continue their studies. 

 

Soon all Hmong Fellowship Church leaders will be provided phones and 

internet connection to allow them to participate in online training classes. 

The men will remain at home or travel to nearby places with adequate 

internet. They will continue a planned course on law and gospel, and they 

will also participate in a study of the gospel of Mark to share with rural 

congregations. The free course of the gospel continues because God’s 

Word is not chained. 

 

Once Covid has passed, we look forward to building the training center 

and the continued training for the future leaders of the Hmong Fellowship 

Church.  

 

 

KML Korner  

 

Christmas Cookies at KML   The 10th  annual day of baking Christmas 

cookies will be held in the KML foods room on Saturday, December 5, from 

8:30 AM - noon. Attendees should bring containers to take home the 

goodies. Recipes, ingredients, utensils, and baking pans will be provided. 



Cost is $30 per participant or $45 for a team. This event is open to all KML 

Federation members and friends high school age and up. Contact Mrs. 

Linda Hering (linda.hering@ kmlhs.org) with questions or to sign up to 

attend. Space is limited, so sign up soon! 

 

KML Open House   Our house is your house! If you missed the open house 

earlier this month, you’re invited to call KML to make an appointment to 

have your own personal tour. You can tour our 

beautiful facility and campus, meet the teachers, and 

learn more about the many different facets of our 

Christian educational program. Freshman registration 

is coming up soon in December, so if you have ever 

thought about sending your child to Kettle Moraine Lutheran, please 

contact Principal Jamie Luehring or Jerry Zeamer at 262-677-4051. We 

hope to see you there! 

 

Help Wanted at KML   KML is looking for two part-time janitors: the first 

to work 4-5 hours per school day, starting at 6 p.m. with occasional 

weekends @ $11 / hour; the second to work 5 hours per school day, 

starting at 3 p.m. and occasional weekends @ $11 /hour. Please contact 

Mr. Jody Hansen, KML Business Manager, (262-677-4051 

x1109; jody.hansen@kmlhs.org) for additional information and questions. 

 

Resin Classes at KML   Our resin classes are back by popular demand! In 

just one class, you will make a resin tray to take home, learn some 

techniques of resin, and be able to do resin on your own at home. Tray 

measures 14" x 20". Join us on one of the following dates: 

 

 Friday, December 11, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

 Sunday, December 13, 1:00 - 3:00 PM 

 Saturday, December 19, 1:00 - 3:00 PM 

 

Classes are held at KML and are open to those entering 9th  grade through 

adult. There is plenty of room to social distance, but only a limited number 

of openings available. The cost is $45 / person. 

 

Registration opens Monday, November 16, at 10 a.m. at  

www.kmlhs.org/resindec20. CLASSES FILL QUICKLY! 

 

Questions? Contact Rachael Kreis at rachael.kreis@kmlhs.org or 262-573-

5345. 

 

 

Want to Get Away?    Y 

 

You may be looking for a chance to get away after the year we’ve had in 

2020. Tom’s Christian Tours offers turnkey vacation opportunities to 

favorite vacation destinations across the country and beyond. In 2021, 

tours to Panama, Phoenix (for the Brewers spring training), Alaska, 

Cincinnati (for the LWMS Convention), Scandinavia, the Canadian Rockies, 

Utah national parks, Nova Scotia, Israel & Jordan, Christmas in Branson, 

MO, and a river cruise on the Rhine River through Belgium, Germany, 

France & Switzerland. To find out more about any of these tours, go to 

www.tomschristiantours.com.  
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